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SEAC MINUTES
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026
MINUTES

ATTENDANCE
Committee Members Present
[bookmark: _Hlk211334415]Linda Morrice (Chair) - Pathstone Mental Health, Brianne Freiwat – Bethesda Services, Flavia Orvitz - Autism Ontario – Niagara Chapter, Patty Ferrie – Inclusion West Niagara, Barb Wilson-Inclusion Action in Ontario, Catharine Hodson - Niagara Children's Centre School Authority, Kathy Bell-Niagara Children's Centre, Patty Ferrie - Inclusion West Niagara, Tessa Alexander – VOICE for Children Who Are Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Katie McKay – Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Coalition.

Administration/Resource
Simon Hancox-Superintendent of Student Achievement and Well-being, Terri Beck- Student Achievement Leader Special Education Elementary, Matt Ezrin – Student Achievement Leader Special Education Secondary, Tracey Krysa – Senior Manager Special Education, Elizabeth Klassen - Trustee, District School Board of Niagara

Regrets
Shannon Mitchell - Trustee, District School Board of Niagara

Recording Secretary
Trish Miller, Administrative Assistant to Superintendent

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY 
Quorum was established and the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Chair Morrice opened the meeting with the Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Kathy Bell
Seconded by Patty Ferrie

 “That the Agenda dated February 12, 2026, be approved as presented.”
CARRIED

3. WELCOME NEW SEAC MEMBER
Chair Morrice welcomed new SEAC member Barb Wilson, representative of Inclusion Action in Ontario.

4. STUDENT VOICE
Terri Beck, Student Achievement Leader for Special Education, presented a video featuring a successful sixth grade student at St. Davids Public School.  The student uses a wireless assisted device that improves speech understanding in noise by transmitting sound directly from a speaker's microphone to a listener's receiver, hearing aid, or cochlear implant. They bridge the distance and overcome background noise, offering clear audio in classrooms, meetings and homes.  These accommodations have promoted greater independence and illustrate how perseverance, combined with effective support, enables the student to overcome challenges.

5. SPECIAL EDUCATION STAFF PRESENTATION
Student Achievement Leader Terri Beck introduced Sara Moffat, DSBN Itinerant Teacher from the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Resource Department. Sara explained that her department offers extensive support for students, which includes help with personal and SEA Equipment, as well as assistance during transitions throughout the school day and between DSBN schools or other school boards. She also trains staff to effectively support students with their equipment. The team’s essential role in supporting transitions for deaf and hard of hearing students greatly contributes to both smooth transitions and fostering a strong sense of belonging within their school communities.

6. ASSOCIATION PRESENTATION
Tessa Alexander, representing VOICE, provided an overview of the organization's history as well as its events, programs, and services for children who are deaf or hard of hearing. She also provided valuable insights and key considerations regarding supporting children with hearing loss.

7. SPECIAL EDUCATION REPORT
Superintendent Simon Hancox reminded SEAC members to submit responses to the previously distributed budget survey by February 20, 2026. He also addressed the policies currently open for feedback on the DSBN website, with specific emphasis on D-07 Third Party Provision of Student Support Services and G-38 Complaint Resolution. Members were encouraged to forward their feedback to Jennifer McGugan by April 1, 2026, so it may be compiled on behalf of SEAC.

8. ASSOCIATION INFORMATION
Committee members shared information and updates from their respective associations and roles.

9. TRUSTEE UPDATE
Trustee Klassen provided an update on the January Board meeting.

10. CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence.

11. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
In response to a question, Superintendent Hancox shared that, moving forward, SEAC minutes will be published under the SEAC agenda on the website after they have been received by the Board of Trustees at the next Board meeting following the SEAC meeting date.

12. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm

Next Meeting:   March 12, 2026 – Grimsby Lincoln Room 
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