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BOARD MEETING
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025


SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025
Public Session: 5:15 p.m. – 6:10 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE
(*denotes approval received to attend electronically)

BOARD
Kate Baggott, Sue Barnett (Chair), Nancy Beamer, Mike Brousseau, Helga Campbell, Jonathan Fast, Susan Jovanovic, Elizabeth Klassen (Vice Chair), Deanne MacIntosh*, Shannon Mitchell
 
STUDENT TRUSTEES
William Connor

INDIGENOUS STUDENT TRUSTEE
Barrett Dockstator

ADMINISTRATION
Kelly Pisek (Director of Education), Stacy Veld (Associate Director), Karen Bellamy 

GUESTS
Jack Ammendolia, Watson and Associates Economists Ltd., Brad Teichman, Overland LLP

RECORDING SECRETARY
Jennifer Reid

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
 Lyka Yako, Nate Burns

1. [bookmark: _Hlk212213516]CALL TO ORDER AND NOTING OF MEMBERS ABSENT

Chair Barnett called the Special Meeting of the Board to order at 5:15 p.m.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk212213694]EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT CHARGES REPORT

Moved by Jonathan Fast
Seconded by Shannon Mitchell

“That the Education Development Charges (EDC) Report dated October 28, 2025, be received.”
CARRIED

Associate Director Stacy Veld shared that DSBN is proposing two Education Development Charges (EDC) by-laws; a by-law to be applied to the development of land in the former County of Welland, and a by-law to be applied to the development of land in the former County of Lincoln. She introduced Jack Ammendolia, consultant from Watson and Associates Economists Ltd., and Brad Teichman, legal counsel from Overland LLP.

Jack Ammendolia presented information on the public process for an EDC by-law which includes two public meetings, the Board’s EDC Background Study released to the public and submitted to the Ministry of Education for review and approval, Board correspondence with area stakeholders, and an opportunity for stakeholders to give feedback.  Information was provided on a school board’s eligibility for EDC, the rate for EDC in the jurisdiction, and the terms in which an EDC by-law may be amended. Ammendolia added that the DSBN has met all the requirements and is waiting for approval from the Ministry of Education; once approved by the Ministry of Education, the EDC by-laws will be presented to the Board for approval on December 2, 2025.

Brad Teichman explained residential EDC, exemptions to an EDC, and payment of EDC charges. He shared that DSBN has been working on this initiative for the last two years. He stated that if the two proposed EDC by-laws are approved by the Board on December 2, both EDC by-laws will come into force on December 7, 2025. 

In response to a question about amendments to an EDC by-law and the inclusion of non-profit, Jack Ammendolia stated that trustees can make an exemption, however the budget would need to be reduced to cover the costs from the non-profit site. Associate Director Veld indicated that consideration will be given to this before the by-laws are presented on December 2nd.

It was noted that amendments to a by-law may be made once per year.

3. DELEGATIONS

There were no delegations.

4. RATIFICATION OF BUSINESS CONDUCTED IN THIS SPECIAL MEETING

Moved by Helga Campbell
Seconded by Susan Jovanovic

“That the business transacted by the Board of Trustees at its Special Meeting held on October 28, 2025, be now ratified by the Board.”

“That the Chair and proper officials of the District School Board of Niagara are hereby authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to the business as decided by the Board of Trustees this day.”
CARRIED


5. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.


_______________________________	_______________________________		
SUE BARNETT					KELLY PISEK
Chair						Director of Education and Secretary
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